Minutes  -  July 17, 2010  - PAC1

William Brannon and Wanda Boone, Co-Facilitators, Carolyn Rogers, Secretary

Welcome/Moment of Silence/Acceptance of Minutes

Captain Forbes reported that crime is down in District 1.  He also indicated that police presence would be increased over the next several weeks.  The department will be performing several special operations.  The goal is to remove criminals from the streets of Durham.
Sustainability - Livability Initiative.

Q: Has the city manager responded to the request for an NECD Economic Development Coordinator?  

 Response from the city manager was that if position was not filled, these duties would be fulfilled through inter-departmental functions.

Why seeking funds for all of these areas?  First, from a federal viewpoint, they want to see a plan on a small area, they are looking at a big plan, so for strong application, show how this will bring all of these targets together.  This is how this project has sprung from NECD being the only funding area.  

Phillips:  The economic analysis will be completed by end of August.

Brannon:  Then we can move forward to get a better response from the city manager to get a full-time person hired specifically for that responsibility.  If we get some of these funds, the potential for a dedicated person increases.

C:  Once we get the analysis, we need to bring someone from the Chamber of Commerce.

Phillips:  Chamber just hired a new economic development person who was formally with the Carrboro chamber of commerce.  He starts mid-August.

PAC voted to support the livability initiative.

Brannon:  We’ve had a request for someone from the chamber to address the PAC.  Believe we can make this happen.
L’Tanya Gilchrist Discussed Straight Line is a project within NECD.  Will be a training program with Antioch, NIS, OEWD, to get people in the community trained for higher paying job.  Collaborative effort with the chamber of commerce.  PAC voted to supply a support letter.
Q: Can people still be a part of these committees:  Yes, just contact someone in NECD to say you have the time to participate.

Election Committee.  September, Brannon’s term will be ending.  An election committee was created (Jesse Gibson, Gwyn Silver, Earnest Smith).   The committee will accept the nominations and prepare for the election in September.  Bylaws says that you must attend 6 meetings to be elected as a co-facilitator and 4 in order to vote for that office.   We need to try to get more people involved.
Next meeting will bring the breakdown of meeting attendance to date.  Co-facilitators’ term is staggered so there is continuity in the PAC.  There are tools built so that co-facilitators can access information to update attendance, post agendas, minutes, etc to the PAC website.  All will b electronic.    We will be electing co-facilitator, secretary.  Everette nominated Robert Scott to the position of Jr. Co-Facilitator.  Must have attended at least six meetings.
East Durham Children’s Initiative (Wanda Boone).  Is a project that is modeled after the Harlem Children’s Zone that is to create a pipeline of success for children from birth through college.  Last month hired an executive director, David Reese that met with the PAC last month.  David will be coming on a quarterly basis to give updates on what he is doing as he is carrying the vision for the initiative.  If you want information, it’s on the website at eastdurhamchidrensinititiave.org.  Have applied for the promised neighborhood grant that is for planning for the imitative.  

Q:  Will there be other grants for implementation

A:  Yes, there are grants for up to $10 million for over five years.  There are several initiatives going on.  Elected as the faith person under the Obama administration for North Carolina.  There were only 336 applicants for the promised community planning grant.  Does not mean that these 336 applicants are eligible?  Have letters of support from PAC, Bev Perdue and other notables for the grant.  Our application is strong.
Q:  Request that 80% is used for the children and only 20% is for administrative resources.  When Reese returns want to see a line by line on intended spending.
A:  That is specified in the grant.

PAC UPDATES:

Please support Project Safe Neighborhood.  People from the community join the police to canvass the community for information on a murder in the community.  There is strength in number to stand against violence.

National Night Out.  Wanda Boon will be emcee for kickoff event.  

The Billboard issue was discussed and put to rest.  

Brannon:  Public thanks to Gwyn for doing minutes.  

Wanda:  free prescription discount cards from the city of Durham.  PharmAssist for Seniors, 60 or older for help paying for medication.  

Phillips:  After next PAC meeting on august 21, come over to Albright Association play day on Juniper Street.  Event for families 11-3pm, bouncer, fire department, food, water, a good time. 

Brannon:  PAC yearly allocation of $2,000 down from 2500.00 in previous years. First expenditures will be paper, phone bill, ect.

Human relations department stands ready to help with housing discrimination and other issues.  

Earl Boone:  Bags of fruits and vegetables provided by the food shelter.

Meeting adjourned by 11:37am.

