PARTNERS AGAINST CRIME/DISTRICT 1 SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2009 Meeting Minutes   
www.durhamncpac1.ORG
Meeting started at 9:35 AM 

Distributions-Agenda and other Handouts
Welcome/Moment of Silence

Acceptance of Minutes

Law Enforcement Update-Capt. Forbes, District 1 Commander-stealing GPS systems is on the rise in this area, although robbery has decreased.   The police are still asking citizens to report any criminal activity.

Form Nominating Committee-Carolyn Rogers, Vivian McCoy and Jesse Gibson volunteered to be members
Rules of Engagement

Guest  Introductions-School Board Members/Dr. Minnie Forte/Brown and others , City Councilman Howard Clement, Mrs. Omega Parker, Dr, Curry, Mark Tunstan and other  representatives including  the  principal of Eastway Elementary.  Make a note that Dr. Lavonia Allison and Harold Chestnut.

Speaker 1-Dr. Minnie Forte-Brown noted that the drop-out and suspension rates have decreased by 11 and 14 percent respectively.

Speaker 2/3-Bana Forbes and Briana Anagor spoke  on the subject of school suspension.

Speaker 4-Mrs. Deborah Pittman mentioned that the most important factor is holding  children responsible for  their actions.

Speaker 5-Mrs .Omega Parker stated her concern the need for parents and community to work together   toward the reduction of drop-out rate and suspension.
Speaker 6-Mrs. Terry Mazingo gave statistics on the performances of schools on End of Grade Testing.

Question and Answer   Period-A major point that was addressed was the need to listen to our youth.   The need for change in the way we deal with our suspended kids is of great importance.   Dr.  Curry responded to ways in-school suspension can be more resourceful   and bring students mainstreamed back to the classroom.  The need for academics to continue while being in in-school suspension is imperative as well   when the student is suspended from   school.  Men of Vision, an organization started by former Durham Police Chief. Steven Chalmers, mentors to youth that have experienced turmoil of any sort.  Rev. Whitley gave numbers reflecting that there were 414 homeless children enrolled in Durham Public School.   Dr. Manzingo explained the Compulsory Attendance Law in relation to funding from the State of North Carolina.   The issue of truancy was placed before the School Board Members for discussion.  

               A question of school uniform was made.  It is policy that the choice to wear uniform is determined by each individual school.
               A speaker questioned why there is such a great number of youth seen roaming the streets of Durham during   school hours.  The need for more parent involvement is needed to insure that our youth attend school each day.

               Fighting and other disruptive behavior was discussed in relation to school policy/school  suspension (Bully policy).  
               Councilman Howard Clement has been volunteering at Fayetteville Street School for 16 years.  He encouraged more people to do the same.

Questions for Durham School Board:

1. Why are so many students suspended from school; mostly Black students and why not incorporate more in house suspension?  When students are   suspended the streets become their classroom.  Students with offense should be placed in in-house  suspension.
2. What re-education program is in place for teachers,  since our students are from different cultures and many teachers have lost control of their classrooms?

3. When will DPS system allow teachers to teach   student for learning for   comprehension rather than testing?

4. When will DPS system initiate a dress code for teachers?

5. Why does DPS system have only two truancy officers?

Meeting Adjourned at   11:30 A.M.

Media Present-Triangle Tribune/Summer Brokaw

