District One PAC One Meeting Minutes for
July 18, 2009

Minuets from the last meeting were approved and adopted
Police Report:

Criminal activity has increased on Holloway Street, Gurley Street &.Hyde Park Ave.

Drugs and prostitution are on the raise on Gurley Street, N Briggs Ave., & Wake Place.

On the good side robbery has deceased and the over all District has seen a decrease in criminal activity. The police are still asking the community to report any criminal activity they see. Due to community support the criminal activity has decrease since; the community is reporting more suspicious activity to the Police.
Tracy Kline, Durham District Attorney:

Durham has 70 thousand cases to be tried and not enough judges to try them.

Plea-Barging is done in many traffic cases, A1 misdemeanor, & A2 misdemeanor to alleviate court being tied up and it speed up the process without a trial.

Durham has 2 thousand felony cases to try.
Durham children under the age of eighteen are becoming part of the judiciary system too quickly as perpetrators of criminal activity.

Durham computer system is old and need to be replaced however, all request for money has to be approved by the state legislator.

The District attorney meets each month with NC US Attorney to discuss Durham’s judiciary issues and other judiciary concerns.

Durham community is still concerned over the low bonds that are given to perpetrators of violent crime. 

Keith Howard, Education Legal Aid Attorney:

Special need students, drop outs and retention of students are Keith Howard specialty.
It is every student constitutional / fundamental right to receive an education yet; there are too many students being suspended; 62% of students in N.C. have been suspended for behavior problems as well as trivial suspension. 
Teachers are teaching for testing not teaching for learning, we must change the education concept and go back to basic teaching so that our children will not be left behind.

It is partly the responsibility of the school board to make sure our students are educated.

Five PAC One members will work with Keith Howard on education issues:

Wanda Boone

Earl Phillips

James Chavis

Carol Rogers 

Earl Boone

Volunteers were requested to form a nomination committee.  There were no takers.  The election for PAC One Co-Facilitator usually takes place in September.

Youth members of PAC One will present their issues to PAC One at a later date.

Next PAC Meeting Durham School Board August 15, 2009
