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PARTNERS AGAINST CRIME-DISTRICT 1 (PAC 1)



http://durhamncpac1.org
CO-FACILITATORS


Melvin Whitley, (919) 596-9691


William Brannon, (919) 491-1734
Saturday, May 16, 2009 Eastway Elementary School   610 North Alston Avenue, Durham, NC 27701

At 9:30 AM, Co- Facilitator Melvin Whitley called the meeting to order with a welcome, followed by a moment of silence.

Acceptance of Minutes   A motion was made, second and carried to acceptance as printed.

Neighborhood Roll Call Neighbors addressed new issues as dogs e.g., Pit bulls, prostitution, gun crimes, larcenies, drug houses and the like.

 Law Enforcement Update  Capt. Ford gave statistics on the District One activity.  Included was crime activity for the months of April and May.  Statistics show that Homicide and Rape has drastically decreased with no occurrences.  He noted that foot-patrol would be increased as a means of deterring some activity.
Citizens welcomed the idea that a criminal “photo album” would be made available to each resident of this district.  Resident s of Guthrie Street and surrounding streets addressed their   fear of increasing gang activity.

Capt. Ford assured residents that officers are vigorously addressing the issue, but asked that each resident must call when illegal activity is taking place.  The major question of the discussion is order of Call Priority.   It was noted that the Police Department is short in-staffed but Chief Lopez is increasing the recruiting processes.  It was also noted the criminal photos be generated via the public library.  Rev. Whitley stressed the idea of a telephone tree, which would readily engage the residents more easily.  Capt. Ford asked residents to give him concrete ideas as what they would like to see happen in order to turn things around.  
a. more community engagement, 
b. members join forces in educating our young people.
A motion was made, second that an ad-hoc committee is formulated-Educational forum for August 2009, whereas the committee would report in June with Earl Phillips presiding.

Project Safe Neighborhood Community Response spokesperson, Jennifer Snyder explained to residents the time frame involved how criminal information is relayed to citizens in an effort to solve criminal activity. She encouraged citizens to be involved in neighborhood canvassing.   
City Departments Gwyn Silver gave Reading Skills statistics.  Representative Burt Rausch reported that Boone Court area has been secured. He is dealing with the abandoned house situations and other reportable issues.  A question was raised about the proper height of personal fencing.  Mr. Rausch was not sure at the time but will check and report later. Questions were addressed concerning rental home inspections regarding and keeping properties within code limits.                                

PAC Committee Reports
Earl and Wanda Boone reported that Youth Leadership Program will be held in June.  
Gwyn Silver reported that Basic Education, G.E.D. . . . Vocational programs designed for students at Holton School who are presently enrolled in D.P.S.    
A motion was made, second, motion carried that the District Attorney attends the PAC 1 meeting in June. 
 Health Care For All Americans cards were made available.

Announcements - None
 Members were referred to PAC Newsletter for calendar of meetings and events.

The meeting adjourned at 11:33 AM.

Next Meeting: Saturday, June 20, 2009
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