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April 18, 2009

PARTNERS AGAINST CRIME / DISTRICT 1 (PAC1)
Saturday, April 18, 2009   9:30am

Eastway Elementary School

610 N. Alston Avenue, Durham, NC 27701
At 9:35am, Co-Facilitator William Brannon called the meeting to order with a welcome followed by moment of silence.  Brannon shared with the body that Co-Facilitator Melvin Whitley was out of town on business and that the PAC recorder was also absent.  Gwyn Silver was volunteered by PAC members to take notes.
1.
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES.  Co-Facilitator Brannon asked members to briefly review minutes if they had not already done so.  A motion was made, second, and carried to accept the minutes as printed. 
2.
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

David Marsee of the Durham County Fire Marshall’s office gave a presentation on preparing for an emergency—natural, man-made, or technological.  Previously, the recommendation was that an individual or family prepare to go it alone (without emergency help) for 72 hours (water, food, clothing, medication, etc.)  Now the suggestion is to be prepared for about a week.   Marsee explained that 9-11 is an example of a man-made disaster and a blackout is a technological emergency.  Disasters of any kind can cause gridlock that slows down emergency response to the community.  Damage to the city’s infrastructure would be an added concern.  The presentation focused on several areas of emergency preparedness.
Fire.  For every minute that a fire burns, it doubles in size and releases phosgene and hydrogen cyanide.  The best way to prevent a fire is to practice fire prevention at home and have a plan of action of what to do should a fire occur.  Marsee’s presentation covered a Christmas tree fire as well as fires caused by cigarettes.  He stressed that because of a fire’s accelerated combustion, a house is usually consumed by the time fire personnel arrive.  A family’s best option to get out alive is evacuation.  In the mid-1980’s the biggest chemical emergency happened at the facility now operating as Brenntag.  Emergency Response moved to protect residents living in the immediate area, but the disaster affected residents in a much larger area of the city.

Code Red is the reverse of a 911 call.  Residents can sign up to be notified by 911 should an emergency happen that would affect their neighborhood or community.

A citizen stated that city officials need to fund an assimilation of an emergency and what citizens are expected to do in the event of any emergency.  It was recommended that PAC1 take the leadership role to put together a plan of action for the entire city, starting with District 1.  The assimilation should include police, fire, and EMS.  A motion was made to plan a city-wide mock emergency exercise and do so as soon as possible, starting with PAC1 with a committee put in place to take this recommendation to the city council.  The motion was second and carried with all members in support of the action.
3. LAW ENFORCEMENT UPDATE Hope Allen
Hope Allen gave the HEAT (High Enforcement Abatement Team) quarterly report.  The data for the month of March was printed in the PAC1 newsletter.  Allen stressed that HEAT would be stepping up operations in several communities in District 1.  A question was asked about the prostitution on Holloway Street.  Allen stated that now the prostitute and the solicitor are both arrested.  She added that there is an upcoming operation to address prostitution in the Albright Community.  The problem is that there is no jail time for prostitution.  The Police Department needs the support of the PAC as the prosecutorial problem is a transitional one.  A member suggested having the District Attorney’s office present at a future PAC meeting.  A question and answer session followed:
Q:
Is the illegal activity in Boone Court being addressed?    

A:
This concern had not been reported to HEAT, but consider it reported now. 
Q:
What about the problem in Birchwood with drugs?
A:
This is a long-term operation.  More work to come.  
Q:
The problem is when calls are dispatched over the radio, the perpetrators have moved on before an officer shows up.
A:
Allen asked residents to call 911 and have the dispatcher send the officer out, but not broadcast the activity or location over the radio as drug dealers have radios, too.   
Q:
The Robinhood Community has reported shots fired almost every night and sometimes during the day.  The specific areas are Fidelity and Sherwood near the tennis courts in the park.  
A:
The area is under watch and residents should continue to call 911.

Q:
How to you know if something’s being done.
A:  If you want to know what happened with a 911 call, request follow-up from the police officer.

Allen concluded the police report by stating that the Bulls Eye is increasing into other areas, specifically the District 4’s McDougald Terrace housing complex.  The Co-Facilitator added that the police can only be so many places at one time and the PAC needs to continue do its part.
4.
CITY DEVELOPMENTS
a.
Community Development Block Grants - Wilmur Conyers of the City’s Department of Community Development reported on the community development block [federal] grants that the city awards to various non-profit entities.  She stressed that funding is limited everywhere and that no funding has been received yet because of the anticipated stimulus money.  The money has the capacity of helping the city carry out its activities and to get the biggest bang for its bucks.  The Department received 21 applications and there are other projects that the department needs to carries out.  

Home Funds - can be used only to create affordable homes.

Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) – is to assist with homeless activities and assist those who are subject to becoming homeless.  The monies for Urban Ministries are just a portion of its entire budget.
Grant Fund and Program Income Fund – the City is required to hold two public hearings (already taken place).  City Council meets on May 4 and the County Commissioners meet on May 11 regarding the proposed funding.  
Neighborhood Stabilization Program – city applied and may receive $2.1 million that can be used to address foreclosed properties.  The grant addresses reuse of property and also blight.  The question was asked about why the money can’t be used to help homeowners get back into their homes.  Wilmur explained that neither the city nor the state came up with the guidelines.  The federal government set the guidelines and some guidelines are not yet in place.  Approximately $500,000 is expected in the CDBG Recovery Fund.

The question continued to be asked why the money could not be used to get people out of foreclosure as the proposed plan seems like urban renewal (gentrification).   Wilmur explained again that the Home Fund can only be used to create home-buying opportunities.  The city expects a projected income of about $250,000 that are funds coming back into the project from previously funded home buying opportunities.  The money is also used to provide affordable housing for mentally challenged persons.  The stimulus fund will require an amendment to the community action plan.  
Members continued to review the handout and express concerns about foreclosure.  Conyers stated that homeowners facing foreclosure need to seek re-modification of their loans.  The Homeless Prevention Re-Entry Program funds are available to help with foreclosures.  Those funds, however, are for renters to move into home ownership.  A member mentioned that workshops need to be offered to help people moving from being renters to homeowners to know how to care for their properties.  The Co-Facilitator re-iterated that funds are for specific needs, based on federal guidelines.
b.
Neighborhood Improvement Services (NIS) Report – Gwyn Silver provided PAC1 members with a written summary of community activities for the last month that included the NIS major community restoration on Ivy Street, promoting the Holton School curriculum, partnerships with Durham Housing Authority (to get information to youth in DHA communities), attending several District 1 community meetings and distributing the PAC newsletter, specifically the crime prevention information at several neighborhood/community meetings.
5.
PAC COMMITTEE REPORTS
Milan Woods – Rob Corns reported that Milan Woods is completing its ComNET (computerized neighborhood environment tracking) survey with Jay Reinstein of City’s Strategic Planning Office.
Youth Committee - The Durham TRY’s “Take A Stand” march and rally is set for Saturday, April 25 at Eastway.
6. ANNOUNCEMENTS
Members were referred to the PAC newsletter for a calendar of meetings and events.
The meeting adjourned at 11:45a.m.
Handouts:
1.  Agenda
3.  Community Relations Coordinator Report to the PAC
5.  Emergency Preparedness Guide
2.  Newsletter
4.  Community Development CDBG proposed 2009-10 funding
[image: image1.emf]
Minutes Recorded By: ____________________________________________________


Gwyn Silver, Community Relations Coordinator, District 1
