PARTNERS AGAINST CRIME / DISTRICT 1 (PAC1)
Saturday, March 21, 2009   9:30am
Eastway Elementary School

610 N Alston Avenue, Durham, NC 27701
WELCOME
William Brannon
MOMENT OF SILENCE

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
Motion carried to accept minutes from January and February
Earl Phillips-Northeast Central Durham
Please see Vivian McCoy or Gwyn Silver to get more information about a documentary on Northeast Central Durham Golden Belt 2nd Floor Meeting in end of April.

Earl reviewed the hand-out sharing who is the Leadership Council and what their goals are, also their active engagement in the Holton School project. 

Co-Facilitator Melvin Whitley- attended NECD Sub-Committee of City Council. A point of discussion was the support of city stimulus funds to support NECD. 
LAW INFORCEMENT UPDATE
Sgt. D. Addison- Acting Asst. Commander
Sgt Addison - Crime has decreased in District#1. We are below the national average for cities similar to us. He attributes it to the police work and the community coming together. 

Overall crime down 35%. 
Officer R. Carson - We have been experiencing some break-ins in the Grove Park area. They have arrested one suspect already.  They were happening from 9am-4pm with going through the back door. The community was alerted and reported any suspicious activity.  
Heroin is back on the block between Fay- Spruce and Juniper.

They did an initiative about 2 weeks ago in that area. 
Gwyn Silver- They need support with #12. Vacant, Boarded, Abandoned Housing list to make sure that it is accurate. We have almost 800 blighted vacant houses, that maybe available for stimulus funds. 

Holton School will be coming on board. 

The first inaugural graduation of the Brownfields Training.  Brownfields are abandoned or under-used industrial or commercial property in some cases contaminated. It takes someone to assess what it will take to bring it back to a usable state. The goal was to train 60 Northeast Central Durham residents. They had 70 applicants and 45 people interviewed
James Chavis- Has not received the list of names that did not qualify because they did not have their GED so they could follow up with them.
The city cannot give out private information without applicant’s permission.  

Gwyn Silver- They are working on a GED program in the Holton School.
Melvin Whitley- The issue is not just the GED but also the drug use. 

Elois- As was mentioned that people cannot get jobs if they are substance abusing. With the economic downturn- what is happening to the services to help these individuals?

Melvin Whitley- They realize that it saves the government money to have programs to help people. 

Those first applications for Brownfields that did not give their GED- they were contacted with information of where they could get their GED. 

Neighborhood Improvement Services- 
Burt- and the other 2 inspectors are here today. Reviewed sheet that was passed out on updated inspections. Please call 560-1200 and report what you see. They need community support.

Why does it take a long time for city and county to deal with unsafe structures that they own?

The Neighborhood Improvement Services is not the only department that interacts with this issue, there is another real estate department in the city, and the county has its own department. Coordination can be a challenge. They are trying to work together to resolve time delays. 

Patrick from where the first homicide took place-119 Hebert Street, Management company- Rick Soles. They were better off with the house vacant. The tenants moved in February 12th and the homicide happened February 27th. The 17 year old was shot 9 times. It was only 5 yards from where he watches TV. He is concerned that the Landlord does not care. We need to clean it up. 

Vivian McCoy- Register for the work session of council through the city of Durham’s website to bring the complaint forward. Bring your pictures and evidence. Let the community know, so we can support you.
James Chavis made a motion for co-facilitators and others to support the issue Patrick raise at City Council. It was 2nd, voted on and carried. 

Holloway Street- They received permission from the planning department to build a new sanctuary. 

Thomas Poole has been sitting as PAC1’s representative for the Capital Improvement Advisory Committee- it oversees the budget. They are the accountability for what they do for our tax dollars.  He cannot step down until there is an approved replacement. 

Lenora Smith- Sharing about Clean-Energy’s program to support the community. Next Sunday 4pm Eastway Park there will be a community kickball game. 
Vivian McCoy- Duke/Durham Health Summit April 28, 2009 8-4pm. 

Free legal clinic for ex-offenders- Saturday April 23rd, 10-12 Durham Downtown library. 

PAC Committee Reports

Housing and Community Development- James Chavis- One person called about a property on Ashe Street. He has passed along the information for Neighborhood Improvement. 

Youth Committee- Wanda Boone- Main objective- identify resources within the community 108 programs within Northeast Central Durham. She will have this information by next meeting. 90% youth in 2007 taken in custody were high on some substance. 53% youth in Durham are addicted. They have applied for a Duke grant and have been invited back for round 2. She thinks it is good for youth to come to the Pac meeting. 

James from Morning Glory- his son goes to Northern High. He belongs to the PTO at Northern but the school will not allow other programs to advertise programs available. 

Wanda Boone- The reason why they cannot advertise is due to the legal problems. But you can always hand out information through PAC. The final decisions are made by each individual principal. Recommends talking to different principals. 

Lenora Smith motioned that Wanda Boone spearhead the youth department of the PAC so youth can get involved, they would have a time in a separate room starting June 2009. Motion carried. 

By-laws committee-Motion carried to have a PAC letter of support for the 801 Gilbert Street project by Wendy Clark. 

PAC’s budget of $2400 in the JAG fund that needs to be utilized. Need to approve budget expenditures. Motion to support the co-facilitators to go to the city to utilize these funds for office supplies aand/or other PAC1 business. Motion carried. 
The camera that PAC has can be accessible for PAC needs- such as the problem on Herbert Street.

James Chavis- Is this just city money? It is general funds from the city. 

Central and UNC- wants to do a study on the air quality of different corridors- include Durham Freeway over to Durham Tech, Alston Ave and Fayetteville between Holloway and 54. 

Lenora Smith’s- Motion to support this study was properly second and carried. 

Gwyn Silver- proposal to PAC for her to use JAG funds that needed to be used by June 2009, to go to 24th National Conference on Preventing Crime in the Black Community in Florida. 
Motion to accept this allocation of fund. An amendment to table this motion until the next meeting. 8 accepted.  10 failed. 
Next motion the funds available for this trip. 

11 accepted. 6 opposed. Motion carried. 

Ellen Reckhow- Vice Chairman County Commissioner- There is an initiative to follow the initiative of the Harlem Children’s Zone. President Obama has allocated moneys available to have pilot programs. They also want to help utilize the resources that are already happening. They hope that Holton School will be the focal point for the initiatives. They are bringing together other key agencies together and they want to engage the community early in this process. They want to establish a continuum of services for families.  The plan will have key elements community engagement, early childhood services, parenting classes. Improvements to elementary and secondary school, family support, summer and after school programs, health and wellness education. 
Mini Forte-Brown- They are focusing on 3 schools- Y. E. Smith, Neal, and Southern are their focus. The end goal- these children will be workforce ready and high school graduates. It will take time, commitment, and support. There is not one 5-star daycare in this area. 
Wanda Boone- Concerned is that over the years, the community may have felt these changes have been done to them versus in concert with them. 

Ellen Reckhow would like to have PAC1 to recommend people to be on the committee. Delphine Sellers will be coordinating and reaching out to the community – East Durham Children’s Zone is what they are thinking of to call this initiative.

7-9pm on Tuesday White Rock Baptist- County Commissioners having a meeting to discuss budget. 

Melvin Whitley- We appreciate your outreach to our community. 

The Co-Facilitators will work on getting people to work on the committee. 

Wanda Boone and James Chavis have offered to volunteer

Motion to accept the name East Durham Children’s Zone. Motion carried. 

11:46 meeting adjourned. 

