PAC Meeting Minutes 2/21/09 


 PAC 1 Coffee with Council- 

  

In attendance:
William Bell- Mayor
Cora Cole-McFadden - Mayor Pro-tem 

Mike Woodard - City Council Member
Howard Clement- City Council Member
Diane Catotti- City Council Member 

Various City Department Employees 


City of Durham Fiscal Year 2010 Budget - Presentation by Bertha Johnson 
  

Bertha Johnson announced seats were still open for the Citizen Engagement Workshop - to discuss cities top 20 Priorities Mon 2/23/09 @ 6pm 

  

Moment of applause for loyal PAC members, Ron Hart, & Jim Burstrom by Melvin Whitley PAC 1 Facilitator 


Pictorial View of Harvard Ave. - Presented by Vivian McCoy with New East Durham - Civil Rights Activist
Street Paving & Tree Root Exposure
--Kevin Willie will contact regarding the tree root exposure - the city acknowledged the issue and will also check property boundaries to see what can be done about the runoff problem. 
-- Public Works Director Kathryn Kalb, P.E. - spoke to the street paving concerns and indicated that the project was in the design phase, but needed funds to continue.  Also indicated that Storm Water Impact Analysis had been initiated to address the flooding but FEMA would have to take the lead on that.  An alternate plan for the street is also under consideration to strip-pave the road. 
  

PAC 1 requested follow- up reports be made monthly at the meeting until resolved- city agreed to report back. 

  

-- It was indicated that Harvard Road has been in the books as a project since 1984 when homeowners purchasing on that street were promised it would be paved. 
  

- Responses from council member City Council Member Howard Clement, Mayor Bill Bell and Mayor Pro-tem Cora Cole-McFadden indicate it will not be overlooked any longer. 

Vivian McCoy also offered suggestions on balancing the budget
- 4 day work week for employees
- 3-5% reduction for six figure salary employees
- STOP HIRING CONSULTANTS
- STOP Financial Incentives 

  

  

Environmental Concerns -Presentation by Marion Lambert
Main Street between Blacknall and Goley the Pavement Mound and Pond forming that will impact the Creek needs to be cleared of contamination before the city water is affected. 
Juniper between N. Hyde Park and Alston - an unofficial city dump forming blowing contaminated air into the grounds of E.D. Mickle Neighborhood Center where children are playing. 
-- Director of Public Works Kathryn Kalb, P.E.  addressed concerns stating the mound was due to street maintenance and citing budget issues as reason nothing has been done to date. Also stating nothing has been removed or added to the mound and will remove the pile. 
-- Cora Cole-McFadden-Mayor Pro-tem pointed out that this issue was brought up 5yrs ago and that it needs to be a top priority. "If that dump was in our backyard we would have it." 
--NECD Leadership Council acknowledged $80,000-100,000 for stream de-snagging crew 
-- Howard Clement City Council Member - Stated Clearly "This ought to be a priority" as well 

-- Charles Curry PAC 1 Resident - requested direction on Neighborhood Watch Signage & Speed Limits - Melvin Whitley advised him of his resources within the PAC and advised him he could assist with more information. 

Durham Together for Resilient Youth (TRY) - Presentation by Wanda Boone
75% of Durham's student population falls in District 1 zip. ? Question regarding how to open up the flow of communication with the city council regarding the progress with the TRY program and others? 
--Advised a presentation can be made at city council meetings or work sessions and e-mail will also suffice - for the members of council. 

Old Bell Building Concerns- Presented by Mr. Gibson PAC Member - When will the used furniture store be redeveloped or demolished. 
  

--NIS Representative Burt Rush - the property has been deemed unsafe. Rush stated that a cost analysis has been in the works to figure out whether to demolish the structure or pave and resurface. Additionally ownership rights on the property have been an issue as Executive of Estate Carson Holloway has only recently been identified. Holloway has indicated he is willing to sell even donate if approached. Burt Rush also mentioned concerns on how to best avoid costing the city more than necessary. NIS is working on a variety of options with the Holloway as well but there are some titleholder issues, noting that the next step is to remove the property. 
  

--NIS Director -Constance Stancil --has been working with a church demolition organization to bring the cost down. 
  

PAC 1 requested follow- up reports be made monthly at the meeting until resolved- city agreed to report back 

Peach Follow-up -Presented by Lenoir Smith - Explained free testing available for homes built prior to 1970 with lead concerns and children under 6. Lenoir Smith also mentioned that funds are available through NIS to address issues that arise from testing. - Statement regarding the Child Hazard can be attributed to some of the issue children are facing in school. 
Clean Energy Durham Follow-up Presented by Lenoir Smith – 
Advised that green energy could provide low skill workers jobs in Durham 
Moment of appreciation for Lenoir Smith efforts leading the way on Green energy in Durham by PAC & Council. 

  

-- Cora Cole-McFadden agreed to assist however possible to continue forward. 
  

-- Discussion regarding the National Stimulus Package and how it will be spent in the city of Durham arose 
  

-- Lenoir indicated that 100 million was headed to Durham for lead 
  

-- Mayor Bill Bell indicated that 1.8- 2 million could be expected for Community Block Grants (CBG) 


Fiber Optic Telecommunication Program Follow-up - Presented by Victoria Peterson
Currently training students launched in NECD @ for local resident to receive their certification. A handout was provided to the audience 

Victoria Peterson Questions 

-- Regarding the lack of African American being employed to work on the Holton School Stated that "1-2 African Americans are working on site" 

-- $5 million directed to the city of Durham for Housing Foreclosures 
-- $1.2 million directed to gang initiatives - in the city of Durham 
Request for follow-up on how the funds are being spent 

Brownfields Project Grant Thank You -by Marion Lambert centered on NECD with additional components of petroleum added.  Also would like to promote and encourage all businesses with Brownfields Employees. 
  

Interim Director Office of Economic and Workforce Development Kevin Dick - gave an overview of program statistics 70 people applied 23 selected for training. 1st of 3 sessions will continue to train more people. Request for residents to continue to apply and pass the out information.  Noting that there was a number of NECD residents in the program. 
  

Boone Court Jersey barrier Concerns - Presented by Vivian McCoy- the barrier to prevent cars from driving down the street is not working drivers driving around the barrier. 
- Comment made that improvements will be made including reflective street lights with bulletproof shields. Also a comment was made regarding talking with the police about improvements.  
  

PAC 1 requested follow- up reports be made monthly at the meeting until resolved- city agreed to report back. 

Durham Youth Council Follow-up - Presented by Brian Daniels trying to solve youth issues around Durham with clean up, tutoring and conferences to open dialogue. A request for help to maintain the budget going forward with possible stimulus package funds was made. 

-- Mayor Bill Bell stated he was committed to continuing youth programs which also include summer work program.
-- Mayor Pro-tem Cora Cole-McFadden will work with youth council on the budget. 
  

Thank You to all the Presenters from PAC Facilitator William Brannon 

  

PAC 1 Police Report - Presented by Deputy Chief Ron Hodge the packet of statistics was handed out to the audience upon entering the meeting.
Part 1 UCR Crimes by District show the Bulls Eye Effect working but going forward the budget will be a main issue. Trying to focus on top 10 offenders, but we need help form the citizens of the community to continue forward. 
  

Hodge made a request for more district commanders and neighborhood organizing to offset budget cutbacks. 
  

Crime Info on last page of packet 

  

 Open up 2nd half of Coffee with Council for Comments, Question & Answer Session 

  

 -- Cost savings comment by - Mr. Gibson PAC member stated that Representation of people of color comes through separate city and county organizations 
  

-- Comment by Victoria Peterson - Ex-offenders are still unable to find jobs.  State & County collect $ from courthouse need some funds to be directed to rehabilitation and intervention 10% to the city. 
  

-- Stimulus Package Neighborhood Assistance comment by E. James Resident in District 1 - Who can help us with get the funds form the stimulus package to the neighborhood to fight, street drug dealers, prostitution and crime? 

  

-- Comment from audience we have to start with our selves helping each other. 

  

-- Comment from Melvin Whitley PAC 1 Facilitator - advised coming to PAC meeting to get organized. 
  

-- Comment from Howard Clement City Council Member - NECD Leadership Institute to address issues in community - resources are in place like effective communication since 1993 NECD task force has been working on behave of District 1. 

Moment of Thanks to the City Council from William Thomas 

Citing the changes in the community he lives in.
- There was a problem investing in this community and now we see more people and businesses willing to invest
- Mayor Bill Bell took a stand and we are better off today.
- Appreciation for the Holton School Project
- The improvement of Few Gardens with the Hope IV Project taking place and looking forward to continued improvements 

Closing Remarks by Donald Hughes - whose mother once lead PAC 1 

Hughes remembers being the 1st class to attend Eastway Elementary - "This type of meeting embodies the true sprite of our elected President." 
He re-caped the highlights and wrapped up the meeting. 


Adjourned 11:55am 
